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TAGS: 

SUBJECT: IRAQI- JORDANIAN RAPPROCHMENT 

1. JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR DIAB AMRAN TOLD ME APRIL 22 
THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN JORDAN AND IRAQ ARE NOW PRO- 
CEEDING SMOOTHLY. HE HAD RECENTLY SEEN SADDAM HUSSEIN 
AND SADDAM HAD SAID HE WOULD VISIT JORDAN IN NEAR FUTURE, 
AT INVITATION OF KING HUSSEIN, BUT FIRST WISHED TO HAVE 
RCC MEMBER AND MINISTER OF INDUSTRY JAZWRAI MAKE 
VISIT TO FURTHER ECONOMIC RELATIONS. AMRAN CONFIR- 
MED THAT TRANSIT AGREEMENT FOR GOODS TO IRAQ VIA AQABA 
WAS UNDER DISCUSSION. IRAQI DEL LED BY UNDER SECRETARY 
OF MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT HAD VISITED AQABA TWO 
WEEKS AGO TO LOOK INTO PROPOSAL PUSHED BY AMRAN FOR PAST 
YEAR. IF IRAQIS WILL FINANCE DEVELOPMENT OF PORTION OF 
AQABA PORT FOR THEIR OWN USE, JORDAN WOULD GIVE THEM EVERY 
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HAD VERY MUCH APPRECIATED THIS AND AMRAN EXPECTS NEGO- 
TIATIONS TO COMMENCE SHORTLY. 

2. IRAQI INTEREST IN AQABA IS NO DOUBT RELATED 

TO SEARCH FOR WAYS TO BREAK SYRIA'S GEOGRAPHIC STRANGLE- 
HOLD OVER IRAQ. AMRAN SAID THERE ARE NOW 180,000 TONS 
OF IRAQI GOODS IN LTAKIA THAT SYRIA REFUSES TO RELEASE. 

3. AMRAN SAID TWO COUNTRIES WILL ALSO SOON SIGN 
CULTURAL ACCORD WHICH INTER ALIA CONTAINS IRAQI COMMIT- 
MENT TO ACCEPT JORDANIAN STUDENTS ONLY THROUGH JORDAN- 
IAN GOVERNMENT. THERE ARE SOME 9,000 JORDANIAN "STUDENTS" 
IN IRAQ BUT THEY HAVE NOT BEEN CAUSING ANY PROBLEMS 
LATELY AND ARE TIGHTLY CONTROLLED BY THE GOI THROUGH THE 
NATIONAL UNION OF IRAQI STUDENTS. 
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